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Many staff won't 
return for 2018-19
By Fatimah Abdulla 

As is true every year at Sky-
line, the end of the year 
means saying goodbye to 

many adults who will not be work-
ing here by the first day of school 
in August. 

While exact numbers won’t be 
known until then, Co-Principal 
Bloom estimates at least 20 cre-
dentialed teachers will be not be 
coming back, whether by choice or 
admin decision.

One of those who is leaving by 
choice is Ms. Litwin, a fifth-year il-
lustration and animation teacher, 
department chair for visual arts, 
and the co-director of the Visu-
al and Performing Arts academy, 
who has decided to move to Texas 
where her husband was offered a 
job position and where it is much 
more affordable to live. 

She noted that the turnover of 
administrators has been extreme-
ly high at Skyline in recent years, 
which impacts everybody. 

“I have gone through 10 differ-
ent assistant principals and five 
principals throughout my teaching 
experience” here, she said.

Ms. Litwin is an example of a 
teacher who takes on many differ-
ent duties over time, has built re-
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Lack of 
Teachers 
a Real 
Problem
By Paul Phelan

Our school has problems. We 
all know that. While most 
of the problems we know 

and face here aren’t impossible to 
overcome, some can be. One such 
problem is when there just isn’t a 
teacher for a specific class. When 
this happens, problems arise.

This year, a prime example of 
this was Mrs. Olinga’s Spanish 

Opinion Column

class. She left the school after the 
first marking period, and there 
hasn’t been a teacher in place for 
more than 3 weeks since then. 

From the 2nd marking peri-
od on, there hasn’t been a teach-
er that’s stayed for more than 2 
weeks. There have been months 
at a time with just substitutes. Stu-
dents in the class haven’t learned 

TO CONTINUE, SEE MISSING, ON PAGE 7

Bizarre
Ice Storm 
Causes 
Mayhem
Slippery roads 
prevent buses, 
parents & staff 
from arriving
By Janae German

You might expect for schools 
in New York and Chicago to 
have snow days, but when 

something similar happens in Oak-
land, no one expects it and no one 
is prepared. Ice covered the ground 
all over the Skyline campus and 
nearby parts of Oakland, which 
ended up causing mayhem for ad-
ministrators, but a lot of fun for 
many students, but not for all.

Going to Skyline was the hard-
est thing any student or teacher 
could do while going up the treach-
erous hill covered with ice, sleet, 
and water. On Monday, April 16, 
students and teachers of Skyline 
had to suffer from traffic, slipping 
on ice, or staying at school from a 
abrupt and powerful hailstorm. 

“I tried to get the administra-
tion to cancel school,” said Assis-
tant Principal Carson. 

The danger of students slipping 
and car accidents at Skyline was 
exceptionally high due to all the 
ice and sleet on the ground. This 
raised concern for the admins. 

“School was like any other day. 
Anyone who didn’t come to school 
had an unexcused absence. There 
was also notices sent out to teach-
ers to let them know what was hap-
pening,” said Ms. Bloom.

However, most classes through-
out the day had only a handful of 
attendees.

Visible ice lasted for hours after hailstorm. 

Related: Ice storm brings embarrassing 
media attention to Skyline, see page 3. “My intentions for next year as the Skyline ASB president 

is to bring more opportunities for students to become more 
competitive for college, and enhance our student- teacher 
relationships, so that they are more positive, and that 
classes are a fun learning environment rather than a place 
students don’t find worthy of their time. In general, I want 
to make Skyline a more cohesive and safer environment 
for the entire student body, and use my voice with students 
and administration to advocate for complete transparency 
positive growth and new ideas for the upcoming year.” 

— Antwan Adams, ASB president-elect (right)

Students Elect Adams as ASB President

Track Team Dominates OAL

Melesungu Ofa will be VP after hotly contested vote

Mandarin Classes Eliminated
Admin cites 
lack of interest
By Noah Mitchell

Skyline has offered Manda-
rin classes for many years, 
but it seems like that will fi-

nally come to an end for the 2018-
19 school year. Some students are 
upset that one of Skyline’s three 

world languages will no longer be 
taught on campus. 

“Mandarin can offer a differ-
ent language option to students 
who may be fatigued of taking 
Spanish or French,” said Steven 
Phan, who published a petition on 
Change.org to try to save the pro-
gram. “Personally, I think that the 
termination of Mandarin is a bad 
thing because it is already so rare 
throughout OUSD schools, as well 

La Banda! La Raza Brings the Party

A Skyline tradition, the band that closed out the annual La Raza Unida assembly continued to entertain during lunch. 

TO CONTINUE, SEE MANDARIN, ON PAGE 4

Skyline won 22 of 30 events at the Oakland Sectional May 22. Six Titans qualified for state championships. More in Sports, page 8.

as the Bay Area.”
There still seems to be some 

confusion amongst students on the 
real reason for the cancellation of 
the Mandarin course on campus. 
“I feel like they made this decision 
because of OUSD’s budget crisis, 
coupled with fact that there are not 
enough students taking the class,” 
Steven said. 

Schools 
& Apathy
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Skyline students listen to speakers during a second national day of protest called because of continued massacres at U.S. schools. 

On March 20, Skyline stu-
dents participated on the 
second national school 

walk-out to raise awareness against 
gun violence since the Parkland, 
Florida school massacre that trig-
gered a youth protest movement.

Although not every student 
participated in the rally the second 
time around, there was definitely 
enough people to send a message 
that the students and staff are fed 
up and are demanding change. 

Leadership Vice President Ave-
lina Rivezzo delivered a welcoming  
and warm-hearted speech about 
gun violence and the safety of the 
school. Adrianna Villegas and Ol-
ive Blair followed by expressing 
concern for our school safety. 

There was also a very captivat-
ing poem given by Nadia Brooks 
and a wonderful song given by Car-
lita Landrum. 

Students were hoping to walk 
together after the rally to Joaquin 
Miller Park to form yet another 
rally, but school administration 
prevented them from leaving the 
school grounds. However, some 
students still decided to leave the 
campus. There were no reported 
incidents after this rally.   

Speeches, 
poems mark 
renewed effort 
at awareness
By Katia Cortez

Photos, above, clockwise: Protesting students pass the 40 building on the way to the field, Carlita Landrum performs a song, Leadership 
officers lead a moment of silence, and a protester makes a point with a handmade sign. 

Pathway Helper 
Visits Assembly
By Noah Mitchell

It is not everyday that a CEO of 
a highly reputable company 
comes to take part in an inter-
view hosted for students. Bill 

McDermott and his company SAP 
made an appearance in the audi-
torium to share stories and experi-
ences from his life while also giv-
ing advice on how to overcome the 
obstacles facing their lives.

“I was working three jobs as a 
teenager, and I traded those three 
jobs in to be an entrepreneur and 
run my own delicatessen busi-
ness,” McDermott said. 

Eventually, after growing more 
apart of the community and build-
ing a game room to cater to the 
gamers of his delicatessen, a loyal 
customer came up and said, “Bill, 
when we wanna have good food, 
get treated with respect, and play 
video games we come into your 
store. And when we wanna steal 
stuff we go to 7/11.”

After spreading his wings and 
leaving his business behind he de-
cided to interview for a position at 
a bigger company in order to bring 
more money into his struggling 
household. 

“I say to my dad, I just want to 
let you know, I’m coming home to-

SAP CEO Speaks to Students

night with my employee badge in 
my pocket, I’m going to get this 
job,” he said. “I wasn’t going for a 
job interview, I was in a fight for 
my life because if I could get that 
job, it could change the trajectory 
of my life, I’d be totally in control 
of my own destiny.”

Recently however, he was in-
volved in a horrible accident that 
left one of his eyes damaged. 

“I was in a horrible accident, 
I was all alone and woke up from 
an unconscious state. I was on that 
line of being on this planet and be-
ing somewhere else… I’ll never 
forget making it out and laying out 
on the heart of the driveway and 
half in the street just asking some-
one to please call 911,” he said.

“You have to find a way to get 

up, get out, and get on, by the 
grace of God I did that… What 
happened to me is nothing com-
pared to other people.”

Finally he took some questions 
asked by Sophomore Eleanor Wik-
strom and Junior Jonathan Piper.

“He was cool, really down to 
earth. I feel like he didn’t really an-
swer our questions though,” Jona-
than said.

Some of his most powerful 
quotes were left as advice for stu-
dents like, “trust is built one drip 
at a time, but you can lose it in 
buckets," or, "the true measure of 
a leader is not what you take from 
this world, it’s what they give it." 

At the end of the panel students 
were told they would receive a 
signed copy of his book.

Sophomore Eleanor Wikstrom interviews SAP CEO Bill McDermott. 

Debater Wins 
Leadership 
Award

Senior Rachel Chau (above, left), 
who has won numerous tournaments 
and Best Speaker trophies in her four 
years of debating, was honored May 
22 by the Bay Area Urban Debate 
League with the  Alex Zavell award, 
given to "a debater who is both 
competitively successful and a strong 
advocate for their team," according to 
BAUDL Executive Director Shauntrice 
Martin.
 "Even though she is one of our most 

successful debaters, she still supporter 
her fellow debaters and worked to 
make the league strong."
 Presenting the award was Mya 

Whitaker, BAUDL's program director 
and a Skyline alumni ('09).
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'Unusual Sights' Land Skyline on TV Shows
Different opinions 
on impact of 
phallic 'art' seen 
from helicopter

CONTINUED FROM ICE, ON PAGE 1

By Tanim Woodruff

When a once-in-a-lifetime 
hailstorm hit Skyline 
[see story, page1] before 

the start of school, it managed in 
just 7 minutes to blanket the cam-
pus with white cold stuff that was 
enough like snow to play with. 
While the slick roads were instant-
ly impassable for over an hour, the 
few students that made it up and 
onto campus had a great time. 

Maybe they had a little bit too 
much fun: When news helicop-
ters covering the "unusual sights" 
turned their broadcast cameras to 
the icy field, live images beamed 
several obscene sketches into the 
homes of NBC Bay Area watchers.

One or more students, it turned 
out made a giant phallic design 
stretching from the 40-yard-line to 
nearly the goal line. A similar crude 
sketch of male genitalia could be 
seen at south end zone, as well.  

Many students found it quite 
amusing, like senior Steven Wil-
son, who saw it through social me-
dia.

“I think its some of the funni-
est s**t to happen at this school in 
awhile,” he said.

It was likely not as funny to NBC 
Bay Area news, who shut off the 
video quickly after the giant dong 
appeared on screen. 

Going up and down the hill was 
very dangerous for those who were 
driving or even walking. Cars start-
ed to hydroplane, which resulted 
in the traffic that drivers and pas-
sengers had to endure. 

Students who were on the bus-
es ended up walking home. Some 
students and teachers who walked 
down the hill ended up slipping on 
the ice. 

“Being stuck in traffic was su-
per boring,” said junior Alvin Yu 

"Take a look at this though, oh, 
we saw something there, sorry for 
that," broadcaster Marcus Wash-
ington said, calm despite probably 
realizing the clip would go viral.

 Sure enough, in the media-
fueled world of today, the picture 
was picked up by none other than 
Jimmy Fallon, host of The Tonight 
Show, who used at the end of his 
opening monologue on April 17. 

"Finally, after it snowed in Oak-
land, California yesterday, the lo-
cal news decided to cover it from 
their helicopter," Fallon said in his 
joke set-up. "But they wound up 
filming something a little . . . well, 
just watch what they got." 

After the clip, he ended the seg-
ment with a dirty joke: "Looks like 
it snowed at least six inches."

So, Skyline had the eyes of mil-
lions looking and laughing at us for 
the actions of a few students, and 
not everybody was impressed. 

“I mean it really doesn’t affect 
me, but do you guys really wanna 
be known for this. Its childish, and 
just kinda dumb,” asked Mr. John-
son, who was linked to the news 
video by one of his family members 
on Facebook.

 Though not all staff members 
were as blasé about the snow art. 
Mr. Anderson expressed his dis-
pleasure: “I’m more sad than any-
thing that our young scholars 
would do such a thing. I just hope 
our seniors will be respectable at 
graduation. We don’t wanna wind 
up on Jimmy Fallon again.”

Skyline’s most recent media ap-
pearance wasn’t the most flatter-
ing, but it did put a smile on many 
student faces here at Skyline.

The field soon after the hailstorm passed. This photo by Thanh Nguyen won second place in The Titan Times ice photo contest. 

ICE: Impassable Roads for School Day
when asked about his experience 
that day. 

Some people might have been 
bored that day, but the students 
at Skyline found a way to make 
the best of the situation. Many of 
them played in the “snow”, an al-
most unheard occurrence here in 
the Bay Area. 

“We made a snowman on the 
field,” said junior Elon Simon. 

Some students just chilled in 
class. “We played Giant Uno and 
watched Anime in Frey’s class,” 

said senior Tavon Peace. 
Some students even took part in 

creating the now infamous snow-
penis drawing on the field that 
would end up on the news later 
that day, as seen from a hovering 
helicopter. [See article, left.]

For students, the storm that hit 
Oakland was anything but bad. 
Some students walked down the 
hill either to go home or to go buy 
something, due to the traffic, and 
some students were at school mak-
ing use of their time. 

In this censored composite image, two sizes of male genitalia are cropped or blocked. 

Photos submitted for Titan Times photo contest. See winners at skylinetitantimes.com
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Steven Phan is frustrated that Mandarin will 
no longer be taught at Skyline. 

4 | News

TURNOVER: Can Skyline Stabilize?

MANDARIN: Student Seeks to Save Program 
CONTINUED FROM MANDARIN, ON PAGE 1

In fact, he is right, on both 
counts. 

“This has been a really tough 
decision and it has not been a pop-
ular one. It has certainly not  been 
one that I wanted to make, but it’s 
been necessary because of the eco-
nomics of it,” Co-Principal Bloom 
said. “Skyline is terminating Man-
darin due to a lack of student inter-
est.”

She added that, while she was 
“very saddened by it” because 
“Mandarin is an excellent lan-
guage for our students to master,” 
that “student interest drives virtu-
ally everything we offer here.”

This year, the first-year Man-
darin 1 course was not included 
in the master schedule, with Man-
darin teacher Ms. Young asked to 
teach three sections of study hall in 
addition to Mandarin 2 and 3. 

“I don’t want to take things 
away from the kids, but the kids 
are voting with their feet. They’re 
not signing up for the language, 
which is saying that they don’t 
want it,” said Ms. Bloom. “Right 
now I do not have enough students 
that wanted to take Mandarin to 
fill one full class.”

Steven’s online petition, which 
had 196 signatures as of May 28, 
argues, “Aren't high schools sup-
pose to support students who want 

to take challenging and beneficial 
courses and better prepare stu-
dents for their future?” but the ad-
ministration says this is always re-
alistic. 

“We can offer any one of 53 dif-
ferent languages on this campus, 
but if there’s only a few students 
who want to take it I simply can’t 
afford to do that,” Ms. Bloom said, 
referring to the added cost of pay-
ing teachers with small class sizes. 

However, as the petition points 
out that, this spring, the class was 
not even offered on course request 
sheets. Bloom confirmed this, and 
was apologetic. 

“The administration team did 
not work well collectively and re-
sulted in a decision being made 
without everyone else’s input on 
whether or not Mandarin would 
be listed on the course selection 
guide,” she said. “When I discov-
ered that, we went ahead and 
made incoming freshmen for Man-
darin 1 class a separate course 
sheet. We also announced the is-
sue at assemblies while doing a lot 
more promoting of Mandarin 1 to 
let kids know that it was available 
if we had an appropriate number 
of kids; unfortunately we did not.”

Studying at least two years of 
a world language in high school is 
not only required for completing 
the A-G requirements for gradua-
tion in OUSD, but some students 

also use this as an opportunity to 
advance within a language they 
will continue to pursue in college 
or elsewhere. 

“I feel that Mandarin is im-
portant to students . . . because it 
brings diversity and opens up the 
doors in the future to the possibil-
ity of speaking the language and 
indulging in the culture,” said Ste-
ven. “Bi-literacy is needed. Getting 
any job in fluent translation pays 
good money for those who can 
meet a company's needs.”

According a 2017 study by the 
American Councils, Mandarin/
Chinese is the 5th-most commonly 

decision making, which is totally 
inconsiderate of current and future 
students who want to take Manda-
rin, is an inequity in itself.” 

Luckily, some preparation has 
been done in order to help current 
Mandarin students adjust. 

“We are timing it in such a way 
where we didn’t offer Mandarin 1 
last year, so there’s not Mandarin 
2 class this year. So by definition 
there’s no Mandarin 3 class next 
year,” Bloom stated. 

“Primarily we’ve done it 
through attrition that so when the 
kids time out of it that they’re not 
losing too much time, but some 
kids will be, and they’ll need to 
repeat a level of Mandarin 2 that 
we’ll need to figure out how to ac-
commodate them because they 
have a right to have a second op-
portunity.”

According to admin projections, 
the world language courses offered 
will be: Spanish 1-3; AP Spanish; 
French 1-3; AP French; EPH 2-4.

lationships with current students, 
and has specific attributes that are 
not easy to replace. For example, 
she has a special Career Technical 
Education credential which allows 
the school to access alternative 
funding sources for equipment and 
materials. 

“When one of the people leave 
Skyline it leaves a hole, and it takes 
a lot of time and effort to fill that 
hole,” said Ms. Bloom. 

Education experts consider 
high turnover in schools is con-
sidered to be a primary challenge 
facing districts serving primarily 
low-income students, arguing that 
it cripples students education and 
wastes limited resources invested 
in hiring and training teachers. 

Some reports say that the high 
rate of turnover can be attrib-
uted to cost of living here in the 
Bay Area, lack of support for new 
teachers, working conditions, bet-
ter opportunities and teachers be-
ing laid-off. 

According to the East Bay 
Times, data from the year 2004-
2012 shows that about 71 percent 
of Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict have left, quit or were laid-off 
within five years.

Based on the numbers Ms. 
Bloom provided, about a quar-
ter of those teachers not coming 
back were “non-reelected,” which 
is the contractual language for fir-
ing a first- or second-year teacher 
who is still in a probationary stage; 
no reason need be given by the 
school, although the lists must be 
approved by the school board. 

“Most of the times it’s just not a 
good fit,” said Ms. Bloom. “Not the 
right place for them.”

Regardless of why they leave, 
students are forced to build rela-
tionships with new staff members 
and may be unable to connect with 
them. 

“The new principals come to 
Skyline and think they can make 
it better by changing everything, 
and the students don't take that 
well … they don’t take the time to 
hear us out and understand us be-

cause they don’t know us,” said a 
junior. “It’s frustrating, I don’t even 
know who to talk to about certain 
things,” he said. 

Ms. Bloom admitted that “most 
people don't do well with change” 
and “it's stressful to need to navi-
gate and make these 
changes,” 
as well as 
that “every 
new prin-
cipal that 
come in has 
a new vision” 
for the school. 

“It's hard 
for a lot for 
both staff and 
teachers, and 
parents get very 
upset as well,” 
she added. 

Mr. He, a math 
teacher, is lead-
ing this year’s Per-
sonnel Commit-
tee, which includes 
teacher, admin and staff represen-
tatives, and, for some positions, 
student leaders. This committee 
reviews and conducts interviews 
with prospective applicants, and 
makes recommendations to the 
principals, who have the final say. 

“We have hired excellent, excel-
lent new teachers,” said Ms. Bloom 
in a May 24 interview. “We are not 
done; we are still looking for hard-
to-fill areas, such as math and 
physics and Spanish.”

Additionally, to 
stem teacher turn-
over at Skyline, 
said Ms. Bloom, 
the school admin-
istration team 
has been work-
ing closely with 
rookies this 
year and plans 
to begin pair-
ing new hires 
with veteran 
colleagues for 
m e n t o r i n g 
next year. 
The school 
has also ap-
plied for 
grant mon-

ey to pay for new teacher 
support programs, she said.  

While it is not completely scien-
tific, an examination of staff lists 
printed in past Skyline yearbooks 
can give a sense of the lack of con-
tinuity. 

For example, of the 111 admin-
istrators, teachers and other staff 

listed in the 
2008 Olympian, 
only 30, or 27 
percent, are still 
here ten years 
later.

 Of those 30, 
only 14 are class-
room teachers: 
Ms. Ropp, Mr. 
Correa, Mr. Dr-
ovin, Mr. Men-
dez, Ms. Elias, 
Mr. Johnson, 
Ms. Mason, Mr. 
Ouellete, Ms. 
Ponce, Mr. Rap-
son, Mr. Scheer, 
Ms. James, Ms. 
Oden, and Mr. 
Frey.

This school 
year, 86 “general 

taught world language in the Unit-
ed States, after Spanish, French, 
German and Latin, respectively. 
However, many experts rank it as 
one of the most difficult for Eng-
lish-speakers to learn. 

“Mandarin Chinese is challeng-
ing for a number of reasons. First 
and foremost, the writing system 
is extremely difficult,” wrote Dylan 
Lyons of Babbel.com. “The ton-
al nature of the language makes 
speaking it very hard as well.” 

“Mandarin is based off of ideo-
gram which focuses more on the 
meaning than the pronunciation 
of words. If one were to read it 
they will know the meaning, but 
maybe not how to pronounce it. 
This makes it harder for students 
because there’s no set alphabet,” 
Steven said. “[But] once you learn 
Mandarin, like any other language, 
it becomes easier over time, it’s 
based on practice.”

A visit to Ms. Young’s advanced 
Mandarin classes shows that many 
who currently take the class have 
an Asian background, and some 
have experience with other tonal 
languages like Cantonese. With 
about 15 percent of OUSD students 
identified by the district as “Asian” 
ethnicity, and 16 percent of Titans, 
axing the school’s only Asian lan-
guage does raise a possible issue 
of discrimination, as the Steven’s 
Change.org petition implies: “Such 

CONTINUED FROM TURNOVER, ON PAGE 1

education” teachers were listed on 
a list of class sections produced by 
administrators, which mean that 
those 14 “old-timers” 
make-up only 16 per-
cent of the current to-
tal. 

To put this in per-
spective, at the av-
erage United States 
public school, over 
33 percent of teach-
ers have been at their 
current school for 10 
or more years, ac-
cording to the Na-
tional Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, or twice as many. 

While some students and par-
ents may prefer newer, younger 
teachers, research evidence con-
sistently shows that, on average, 
teachers grow more effective with 
every year they teach.

“Studies suggest . . . the aver-
age teacher's ability to boost stu-
dent achievement increases for at 
least the first decade of his or her 
career—and likely longer,” report-
ed Education Week magazine in 
2015. 

“Moreover, teachers' deepen-
ing experience appears to trans-
late into other student benefits as 
well. One of the new studies, for 

example, links years 
on the job to declining rates of stu-
dent absenteeism.”

This year’s turnover rate for 
classroom teachers will be similar 
to the 15 to 25 percent the school 
has been averaging in the past de-
cade, said Mr. Scheer, who is also 
on the personnel committee. How-
ever, he said it is a positive sign 
that, unlike this year, when only a 
single member of the admin team 
returned, most of the current lead-
ership is planning to return for an-

other school year. 
Only Co-Princi-

pal Macalino has an-
nounced she will not 
be back, and her re-
placement has not 
yet been announced. 
The current leadership 
teacher, Mr. Anderson, 
is joining the team as a 
fifth assistant principal.

Of course, there are 
many more adults at Sky-

line than teachers and adminis-
trators, and changes in these po-
sitions can have a huge impact on 
students and the school as a whole. 

For example, last year’s restor-
ative justice manager did not re-
turn this year, and almost all of the 
site’s school security officers were 
seemingly swapped out to other 
sites in recent months. 

Even with these changes, “Our 
students keep coming back every-
day and make this work,” said Ms. 
Litwin. “Our students make this 
teaching experience unique.” 

Despite these many transitions, 
she is confident that Skyline will 
continue to develop. 

“This has been a 
really tough decision 

and it has not been 
a popular one.

— Co-Principal Bloom

The revolving door of staff in schools can cause stress and failure for students, say experts. Yearbook images set in 
text are of the Skyline admin team from 2015, and some of the faculty from 2008. 
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Review: Marvel 
saga reaches 
new heights
By Devon Nutting

For the past ten years, the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
has redefined cinema as we 

know it, producing arguably the 
best array of superhero film adap-
tations of all time. 

The latest entry into the collec-
tion of films however may come to 
be one the most highly praised of 
the bunch as of yet.  Avengers: In-
finity War marks the culmination 
of everything the franchise has 
been leading up to for the past ten 
years, making it a must-see for ca-
sual fans and diehards alike. 

As far as the plot goes - spoil-
ers aside - Infinity War finally re-
veals one the greatest threats to 
mankind: Thanos, and the strug-
gle of Earth’s mightiest heroes to 
stop him from obtaining all six of 
the infinity stones. It’s good that 
Marvel finally presented a foe to 
the heroes that did not seem un-
derwhelming, creating a tense and 
grounded experience.

Featuring, by far, the largest 
cast of heros in any MCU film to 
date, no character is short changed 
in the over two-hour long narra-
tive with a high-stakes plot, plenty 

To Infinity War, and Beyond!

Question Time 

What Did 
You Do 
on Senior 
Cut Day?

“I went to Homeskillet, 
it’s a brunch restaurant, and 
we brought a junior with us 
for a while. That same day 
we threw Ms. Rahmaan a 
little birthday party surprise 
during her 5th period, with 
cake flowers and all that.”

“My friends and I all went 
down to Hippie Hill in San 
Francisco and it was so lit 
over there! Literally, there 
was a huge haze all over the 
park. I saw this guy with a 
mullet, someone on a mini 
tightrope, a dude walking a 
duck on a leash, and at 4:20 
they gave us free ice cream. 
No one would believe me 
about none of that unless I 
put it on the Snap.”

“My girlfriend and I went 
down to Concord and had a 
nice picnic and went shop-
ping for the day. Then we 
went to 7/11 got tons of 
snacks and ate in the car.”

“I just stayed at home and 
played Fortnite all day tbh.”

“Me and a group of 
friends all went out to the 
beach in San Francisco. It 
was lightweight cold, not 
gonna lie. So we spent the 
rest of the day exploring SF 
and joining in on multiple 
4/20 activities. I had a lot of 
fun.”

“I’m not gonna say what 
I did, but whoever put ditch 
day on 4/20 is a genius.”

of action, tragedy, grief, and com-
edy relief that creates a fantastic 
viewing experience. 

Infinity War certainly does take 
a different tone from past Marvel 
films, employing a generally more 
serious overtone with humorous 
moments placed in between tragic 
scenes. 

Much like Thor: Ragnarok, In-
finity War just ‘feels different’ from 
what we are all used to as Marvel 
fans, and this is a good thing. 

The shift will hopefully lead 
into a more mature MCU films with 
the coming of the fourth phase and 

the introduction of more classic 
Marvel characters. With the prob-
able acquisition of FOX by Disney, 
we could hope to see characters 
like the X-men, Deadpool, and the 
Fantastic 4 with all of their respec-
tive villains enter the MCU in the 
coming future.

An aspect that I personally en-
joyed about the film were the un-
likely dynamics between all of the 
characters who are meeting for 
the first time in the MCU. Such ex-
amples include the subplot with 
Thor, Groot, and Rocket Raccoon, 
the scenes with Starlord, Doc-

tor Strange, Spider-Man, and Iron 
Man, and even the chemistry be-
tween Gamora and her ‘father’.

Overall, Avengers: Infinity War 
is the most pivotal moment in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe to date, 
and hopefully Avengers 4 will top 
this movie when it releases in 2019. 

Marvel has a lot to live up to 
from this point on, and I think we 
will not be disappointed with what 
will happen next. Here is to an-
other ten great years of the MCU. 
In conclusion, Infinity War was an 
exciting, yet emotional experience 
that I rate at least an 9/10.

Poet shares his 
experiences 
through his art

By Noah Mitchell

Carlos Andrés Gómez came 
all the way from New York 
to perform some of his pop-

ular works of poetry for select Sky-
line students during 5th and 6th 
period in the library.

“My primary medium is poetry, 
but a lot of my life is just going out 
and interacting with people per-
forming stuff that I've written,” 
Gómez said, in an interview just 
before his May 9 presentation.

Gómez is an award-winning 
poet as well as a speaker, actor, 
author, and a writer. While being 
most known for his viral poems, 
which have millions of views on 
YouTube, he has also co-starred 
in Spike Lee’s Inside Man with 
Denzel Washington, Jodie Foster, 
and Clive Owen, and appeared 
on shows such as HBO’s Def Po-
etry Jam and TV One’s Verses and 
Flow.

“The most exciting thing I've 
ever done [in poetry] is I got to 
read a poem I wrote for my sister 
and I performed it for her for the 
first time at this festival in Berlin. 
It was a really, really special poem 
about her struggles with dyslexia, 
and I had a really hard time learn-
ing how to read. It was a singu-
lar moment in my life to be in this 
room with her, and to gift her this 
poem that she didn't know existed, 
in front of all these people in this 
really exciting moment of my life is 
my best highlight,” he said.

When it came to giving stu-
dents advice on how to become a 
poet and write compelling poetry, 
Gómez commented, “When I think 
about a poem I think about, ‘What 
is nobody talking about? What's 

Poet Performs in Library 

the most urgent thing you are 
grappling with?’ And that's where 
you should start when it comes to 
your process. Things that make 
you scared, unmoored, or disori-
ented. That's a good place to start 
in your creative processes because 
there's a lot of electricity there and 
those are the stories we need to 
tell.”

“I’m here to do some poems and 
then I'm going to chop it up with 
students,” added Gómez. One of 
the students he talked to after his 
performance was sophomore Elea-
nor Wikstrom. 

“I thought [his performance] 
was really good,” said Wikstrom.  
“I like the content, I feel it is real-
ly relevant considering that a lot 
of things that are happening in to-
day's political climate and social 
climate. So it was nice to hear him 
tell his stories.”

Mr. Bloomfield, the school li-
brarian who helped organize the 
visit, also got to talk about his ex-
perience hearing Gómez’ poems.

“This is the second time that 
Carlos has come to speak to stu-
dents here at Skyline and both 

times he’s shown himself to be an 
absolute professional. He capti-
vates the room quite easily while 
being able to work with our weird 
Wednesday bell schedule, and it 
seems as though kids walk away 
from his presentations excited 
about poetry in a way that really 
you can only get if you’re seeing 
it live from the poet himself,” said 
Bloomfield.  

“He has excellent delivery and 
writes about things kids are inter-
ested in and I really hope he comes 
back next year.”

He added: “Two years ago when 
he came, kids came up to me after 
and said, ‘Hey can we get him to 
speak at our graduation.’ Unfor-
tunately, like now, it was in May 
that he came to speak, so it wasn't 
enough time for him to be able to 
do that. However, he does speak at 
graduations, so for future students 
reading this article right now let 
me know if you are interested and 
I'll contact him earlier in the school 
year.”

You can visit his website for 
more information on Carlos, his 
poetry, and performance schedule.

Carlos Andrés Gómez laughs with the 5th period audience. 

By Ms. Rivezzo / Skyline High Website

On the morning of April 18, 
staff members at Skyline 
were on edge because of 

the special visitor they were ex-
pecting. “When I greeted him I 
got teary eyed,” said Co-Principal 
Macalino about substitute teacher 
Mike Metz. 

The last time she saw him, Metz 
was on the verge of death.

On January 22, Metz had 
showed up to Skyline early to serve 
as a substitute in a special educa-
tion class. As he was checking in 
with the front office staff, some-
thing went terribly wrong. He suf-
fered a massive heart attack and 
fell on the floor, hitting his head 
along the way. 

“At about 7:45, I heard this 
loud bang. Then Ms. Thomas was 
screaming ‘oh my gosh, oh my 
gosh!’ And I saw Mr. Metz on the 
floor, bleeding from his head,” said 
Yesenia Alamillo, Skyline business 
manager.

The staff members in the of-
fice were momentarily stunned 
by Metz’ situation, but then they 
stepped into action. They called 
911 and checked Metz’ breathing 
and pulse. 

“His pulse started to slow, then 
he stopped breathing,” said Alamil-
lo. But the 911 dispatcher told 
them to take out the defibrillator, 
which none of them had ever used. 
Alamillo said once it was on, the 
dispatcher talked them through 
the steps, and made using it easy.

“We pushed the button. And 
then I just started doing CPR."

Firefighters and paramedics ar-
rived quickly and took over, evac-
uating him to the hospital, where 
he remained in a coma for several 
days, in grave danger. Metz even-
tually woke up, however, and start-
ed to recover quickly with the help 
of heart surgery. 

He wanted to visit the school as 
soon as he could to say thank you. 
His first attempt was cancelled 
because of the ice storm, but he 
was finally able to return the next 
morning to greet his helpers. As 
he walked in to Ms. Macalino's of-
fice, the staff who had been there  
erupted in applause.

As the staff stopped clapping, 
Metz said, “Thank you, because I’m 
the one who owes you a big round 
of applause, because I definitely 
wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for all 
of you guys. I mean, I don’t know 
how to thank you for my life. If it 
wasn’t for all of you, I would not be 
here today… it was nothing short 
of a miracle. That’s what the doc-
tors all told me.”

“It’s really good to see you,” the 
group said in response. Metz and 
the staff spent the next few min-
utes getting to know each other. 
“You guys are definitely heroes,” 
he told them.

Skyline Executive Princi-
pal, Nancy Bloom, who wasn’t at 
school during the incident, said it 
shows perfectly the need for first 
aid and CPR training as a staff re-
quirement. “I don't think we can 
over stress the importance of being 
prepared,” she said.

The staff members who helped 
save Mr. Metz’ life are: Ms. Mallon: 
Ms. Alamillo, Ms. Thomas, Ms. 
Jenkins, Mr. Walls, Mr. Jorgensen, 
Ms. Hulse, Ms. Adams, Mr. Reyes, 
Ms. Bryan, and Ms. Macalino.

They were to be honored by the 
school board April 25. 

Staff 
Saves 
Sub's Life 
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School has become ingrained 
in the lives of most children 
of past and present genera-

tions, serving as a institution to 
prepare students for adult life. 
School is a wonderful establish-
ment that creates a better living 
standard for everyone, however it 
is not without its faults. 

In its current state, grade school 
is an incredibly linear process in 
which students learn basic educa-
tion such as numbers, letter, and 
everything in between. Now the is-
sues do not lie so much in elemen-
tary school, but more so in junior 
high and high school education.

As a young child—starting 
around the age of 5—Elementary 
school is designed  to development 
the framework of one’s education 
so they have a basic understand-
ing of the world and how it func-
tions; It develops a child’s read-
ing and mathematical skills, and 
teaches them morals in order to be 
a law abiding citizen of America 
later in their lives. When it comes 
to schooling, elementary school is 
a solid place to start.

By the time a child has complet-
ed elementary school, he or she 
will have a general understanding 
of the world and developed their 
skills to the point when they can 
expand upon it on their own, if he 
or she so chooses to do so. By then, 
they may possibly have an idea of 
what interests them and they want 
to pursue as a potential career. 

The point is, these kids will be 
entering pubescence around this 
time; they will begin their transi-
tion into young adults, and they 

The Flaws of American Schools

ucation system. 
By the time students enter high 

school, they will have some idea of 
their passions in life. A new world 
of opportunities opens up in high 
school, which allows kids to tran-
sition into college and adult life. 

High school is where students have 
some control over their education, 
as the numerous programs, clubs, 
academies, and more offer more 
variety to students than ever be-
fore. 

As many advances that are 

made however, there are the per-
ceived drawbacks that I person-
ally question. This would include 
the continued general education 
course that expand upon the ba-
sic skills you have learned since El-
ementary school. Again, I am not 
saying that we abolish general ed. 
courses but only that this linear-
ity has become monotonous to the 
point where students are no lon-
ger immersed in schooling as they 
should be. 

The moment students feel that 
something is a chore, they will lose 
interest and not put their best foot 
forward, which I’m afraid our cur-
rent education system does for a 
lot of students. This where the im-
provement is needed, schools need 
to deviate from the general course-

This is how American society 
has functioned for some time now, 
which is tragic because there is so 
much loss of potential for many 
people. Schooling is not necessar-
ily the source of all problems in 
American society, but in a way it 
perpetuates the already existing is-
sues. 

This conspiracy that the system 
is rigged against those who are not 
the rich men in power can be at-
tributed to other aspects of how 
America is designed today. It is a 
process that has skewed the distri-
bution of wealth around the coun-
try which undermines the Ameri-
can education system. The true 
enemy of quality education may 
just be the entertainment industry. 

As wild as claim this may sound, 
it does have some truth to it if you 
truly examine the bigger picture. 
America loves its entertainment, 
as it can be seen everywhere we 
look. The phrase ‘entertainment’ 
is being used in a broad sense to il-
lustrate the point I will soon make. 
When it comes to having fun, there 
are several industries that are via-
ble suspects. 

As a whole, the U.S. media and 
entertainment industry is worth 
over 7 billion dollars ranging from  
radio, publishing, merchandising, 
television, film, music, and com-
puter industries. Here’s a fun fact 
for you all: one of the biggest sin-
gle entertainment industries in our 
country today is the adult film in-
dustry, ranking in more money 
than the entire video game indus-
try at times. 

That’s right, America invests 
more money into filming people 
conduct sexual intercourse than 
funding our schools. When you 
look at it, it truly is insane. We can 
look at new movies like Avengers 
Infinity War which has a 1 billion 
dollar budget for both part 1 and 2 
of the film while we see our schools 
struggle to afford new equipment 
like textbooks for its students. 

The fiscal situation is so bad in 
some districts that some schools 
cannot even afford to pay all their 
staff due to budget cuts, causing 
countless good educators to lose 
their jobs. So why is it that we see 
billions of dollars invested in keep-
ing us Americans happy and dis-
tracted and not IMO arguably the 
most vital institution in the nation? 
You guess is just as good as mine 
because this is questions that has 
baffled me for some time.

In summation, country is a 
beautiful and proud one to say the 
least that could always make some 
new improvements. Our current 
education system is not necessar-
ily ‘bad’ and yet it is not necessar-
ily ‘good’ all at once. Schooling is 
the defining factor of the next gen-
eration that trains the next big in-
novators of the world. Of course 
the system is not perfect on its own 
and it can always be improved as 
well, and this can be done if more 
money went into education our 
children. 

Despite this, America turns a 
blind eye to it in favor for a good 
movie, a cool video game, and 
even a quick dirty film every now 
and again. There is a clear imbal-
ance in the distribution of wealth 
among the American industries, 
and even a small shift can make a 
monumental difference in the fu-
ture of our children. 

Don’t we want the best for our 
kids so that they can one grow up 
to live prosperous and happy lives? 
I would like to think so, but I am 
unsure if the rest of America agrees 
with this perspective on account of 
our ‘current situation’.

These students are working their way through an education system that needs big changes. 

work and emphasize career driv-
en education to better engage stu-
dents and productively contribute 
to their character so that they are 
happy and better off pursuing the 
career that they choose.

Now as an entire picture, grade 
school is somewhat of a tricky sys-
tem that will work you if you do 
not work it. What I mean to say is 
that grade school is currently not 
designed to encourage students to 
pursue a career, but rather to train 
them to be a basic American citi-
zen with basic skills that will cater 
to a basic desk job, which is exactly 
where our system wants a lot of us 
to be. 

This is where many students 
fall if the system works them, be-
cause in the end, the system does 
not care who you are as long as you 
do not disturb the peace and tam-
per with the system, because the 
people who put it in place years 
ago want things the stay the way 
they are. The men in power want to 
maintain their place on top of the 
economy and social ladder by cre-
ating a system perceived to be the 
only way to a successful life. 

I tried them, 
and they are 
leaving us in 
the bronze age
By Aden Jibril

American schools have a 
bad reputation. That’s 
just a fact. The system 

doesn’t give a damn about 
whether we learn anything or 
not, instead just dragging us 
through like parts on an as-
sembly line. Even as an assem-
bly line the system is broken, 
with missing teachers, no re-
sources, and unorganized ad-
mins.

I have traveled a lot to Afri-
ca, Asia, Europe, and all across 
North America. Over spring 
break, I was in Germany. I was 
visiting a friend in the coun-
tryside, and my friend’s father 
worked at a local secondary 
school (7-13th grades in Ger-
many) as an admin who also 
generally helped out around 
campus as well. During the 
weekdays I would go with him 
to his school, which was called 
Oberschule Bockenem.

The Oberschule Bockenem 
is one of several types of sec-
ondary schools in Germany. 
Kids can choose schools with 

German Schools Are Better than Ours

different focuses depending on 
what they feel they are good at, 
which can include schools with a 
more vocational hands-on focus, 
schools that focus more in art and 
music, or the regular academics 
that also include hands on and ar-
tistic education to a lesser degree. 

In Germany, there is less of a 
stigma against not going to col-
lege, and their economy provides 
well for its people’s needs, so many 
choose a path other than college.

There are several big differenc-
es that I noticed. First off, the class 
sizes rarely rose above 20, which 
makes it easier for both teachers 

and students to focus. Secondly, 
the students seemed to have a rela-
tively good relationship with their 
teachers (with some exceptions, 
of course, the place isn’t perfect), 
and the teachers were consider-
ably less stressed and antagonis-
tic. Thirdly, school every day lasted 
until 2 p.m., and they had several 
20-minute breaks besides lunch, so 
the students were just chilling and 
playing sports and making fun of 
teachers, one of whom smiled and 
gave the students the finger. 

Like at Skyline, there is a stu-
dent store, but instead of it being 
mostly managed by adults, the stu-

This is a gymnasium, a kind of high school, in Dresden, Germany.

We need to 
rethink the 
entire system
By Devon Nutting

are becoming aware of what they 
learn and explore. 

Despite this, junior high is a 
mere repeat of elementary in es-
sence, as it continues the same 
linear coursework, but only on a 
slightly more sophisticated scale. 
I am not saying that this current 
system is inherently bad by any 
means, only that there are some 
missed opportunities that can be 
leveraged to provide an even more 
engaging education for middle 
schoolers. 

By this point, students should 
have more opportunity to learn 
about things that may interest 
them, so they can gain exposure 
to the subject and decide whether 

this is something they want to con-
tinue learning or not. 

Now just to backpedal a mo-
ment, not all kids will have figured 
themselves out by middle school, 
and may have no clue of what they 
want to do as a career. 

This is completely fine and ac-
tually a good thing, because this 
allows schools to introduce these 
subjects so that the student can 
decide if they like it or not. Mid-
dle school should be dedicated to 
a certain extent to establishing 
what each students likes to do and 
wants to do in the future, so they 
may spend their later years in high 
school pursuing that subject. This 
brings us to the next step in our ed-

dents run the entire 
thing like a business, 
which is education-
al in itself. One day I 
was helping carry a 
boxes of drinks and 
food with my friend’s 
father and some 
students and near-
ly tripped walking 
through the amount 
of people waiting for 
the store to open.

Even though the 
Oberschule wasn’t 
a vocationally fo-
cused school, it still 
had well funded arts 
and shop programs. 
One example of this 
is their well-kept gar-
den. The 11’x15’ shed 
and all the planter 

boxes and such were built by 
students, from going to the 
woods to pick out trees to the 
finished product, and it looked 
something close to a profes-
sional job, too.

All this was a bit shocking. 
I’ve heard good things about 
schools abroad, but I doubted 
that it would live up to my ex-
pectation. On behalf of all of us 
I felt a bit like I was being made 
to feel stupid, because they, 
along with much of Europe, 
have left us in the bronze age. 
Catching up will take years, but 
it must be done.
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Apathy
Destroys
There's a lot of 
taking, and not 
a lot of giving
By Simon Huang

As Albert Einstein once 
said, “The world will 
not be destroyed by 

those who do evil, but by 
those who watch them with-
out doing anything.” 

That’s one of my concerns 
towards people who are 
apathetic. They don’t give 
a damn what happens and 
there are too many people 
who wouldn’t care enough 
to do something good. 

If this keeps up then we’ll 
end up with a generation of 
selfish people who are only 
looking out for themselves. 

Everyone just wants to 
live comfortably, can I blame 
them? It pisses me off how 
most people aren’t looking 
at issues in any other per-
spective and are just too lazy 
to improve themselves or 
even take criticisms to heart. 

It’s also upsetting how 
people have become distant 
and don’t have any empathy 
for strangers. No one cares 
for each other because it 
doesn’t concern them. 

Our selflessness is slow-
ly getting desensitized from 
being controlled over itera-
tions of our own daily lives 
and self interests. There’s a 
lot of people taking and not 
a lot of people giving. That’s 
what they want, they want 
us to go against each other. 
Blinding us from the real 
threat, but no one cares since 
it doesn’t concern them. 

Students today have 
been more apathetic about 
their schoolwork and the 
demands of their teachers. 
They need to have better 
care for their education in-
stead of worrying about the 
little things such as drama.

Everyone is so drawn to-
wards drama they just want 
to get in on it, like spreading 
rumors. 

For example, everyone 
becomes ebullient when a 
fight starts and they all just 
flock towards wherever it oc-
curs. Some students also dis-
miss the importance of their 
grades and credits, which 
leaves them not graduating. 

Well, who am I to judge? 
I’m just a kid who is being 
indoctrinated in this micro-
wave that slowly kills us.

 We’re being prepped into 
becoming cogs in a corrupt 
machine called society. I’m 
just a cynic and this is my 
own opinion on the matter. 

Humanity is slowly dig-
ging their own graves and 
they don’t even know it. 

Oh well, so be it.
 
 
             

By Gisell Hernandez Noyola

Mexico has been divided 
up for many reasons such 
as poverty, violence, ste-

reotypes, and much more. Since 
news outlets and the media make 
Mexico seem like one of the most 
dangerous places to travel, many 
tourist have decided to stop travel-
ing there. Towns like Acapulco, a 
place where tourist used to fill up 
because it’s beautiful beaches and 
warm weather, have empty hotels.

The media has consumed many 
other places with these fake as-
sumptions, such as Michoac-
an, Nayarit, Sinaloa, Culiacan, 
and Mazatlan, exaggerating  the 
amount of drugs and cartels that 

Mexico Gets a Bad Rep
Yes, there is 
violence, but 
there is much 
that is wonderful 

are present. This has made Mexico 
seem like a corrupt narco state run 
completely by drug lords.  

While many have not yet visited 
Mexico, most will never get to ex-
perience it’s rich scenery, the cul-
ture, or it’s people because of the 
inaccurate portrayal of the area. 
Mexico has been seen as also one 
of the most unsafe places to be, but 
this is in fact a lie, it’s actually safer 

than most American cities.  
Mexico and its cities have many 

stories to tell and share many tra-
ditions that many have not got a 
chance to see yet. 

What people have to realize is 
that violence happens everywhere 
in the world, not just Mexico. 
Therefore everyone has their own 
opinions on different places, but in 
many cases people’s decisions are 

swayed by the negativity spewed 
out by news outlets so constantly.

The moral is do not let other's 
opinions a 100 percent dictate 
how you make your decisions be-
cause at the end of the day you 
may lose out on a great opportu-
nity to go somewhere new and ex-
citing because someone makes one 
place look terrible when it really 
isn’t. 

Mexico has amazing sights, such as Chichen Itza with its ancient ruins and cave springs.

any Spanish since September.
The first big problem with this 

is the fact that this is an Spanish 1 
class, and students in the class will 
need to take Spanish 2 next year. 
Seeing how no one has learned 
anything for the most part, it will 
be really hard for these students 
in the next level of Spanish educa-
tion, which could cause some bad 
grades next year.

Another major problem with 
this situation is the fact that stu-
dents who need to make up credits 
for Spanish 1 to graduate and go to 
university have been told repeat-
edly that they will only be getting a 
P grade for the first semester. 

A “P” counts as a pass grade for 
graduation, but is not accepted as 
a UC or CSU requirement, which 
poses a big issue for students who 
can’t make up this class after this 
year. While people in the class may 
be able to get letter grades some-
how for the first semester, the 
stress of being told you won’t over 
and over again can have a very 
negative impact on student’s men-
tal well-being.

Yet another major issue with 
this whole thing is how having 
no teacher for so long can get stu-
dents who wanted to learn Span-
ish to just give up on the subject. 
Experiencing something like this 

can demotivate students, which 
can have a lasting impact on stu-
dents learning Spanish in the fu-
ture; they could go into the next 
Spanish class they have and still 
be in a “I give up” state of mind, or 
just not take another Spanish class 
at all.

While it may not be anyone’s 
fault specifically, I’m sure some-
thing could have been done better 
on the part of the school. I know 
it’s really difficult to get a Spanish 

teacher, but we’ve had four this 
year, one lasted 6 weeks, one last-
ed 3 weeks, one lasted 2 weeks, 
and we just got our fourth two 
weeks ago; is it really that hard to 
keep teachers?

Of course, the biggest issue most 
students in the class have with is 
that they are worried they won’t be 
receiving credit. I can 100% guar-
antee that if credit isn’t granted for 
this class, the school will be receiv-
ing a lot of complaints.

MISSING: 
CONTINUED FROM MISSING, ON PAGE 1

By Viviana Gonzalez

Ride for A Reason is an an-
nual bike ride to Sacra-
mento to fund raise money 

for eight Oakland Public schools. 
Students, parents, and members of 
the community have come togeth-
er every April for the last ten years 
to raise awareness that public 
schools need more state funding. 

This year, the ride took place 
on Saturday, April 28, and Skyline 
participated for the first time with 
a team of 10 riders. Leadership stu-
dents also hosted a rest stop hand-
ing out sandwiches and drinks to 
riders who passed them in Benicia, 
along with the help of Mr. Ander-

Titans ‘Ride 4 A Reason’ to Raise Money
Bike Trek to state 
capital brings 
$150K to schools 

son and some PTSA parent volun-
teers.

Although the ride is only for 
one day, volunteers spend months 
preparing for the event. The three 
distance options, 109 miles, 68 
miles, and 45 miles, all take a great 
deal of training. 

Plus, each rider is encouraged 
to raise money from their family 

and friends to help public schools.
However, all the hard work paid 

off.  
“This year we raised, at this 

point, $145,000 dollars. And there 
were 20 riders who raised over a 
thousand dollars,” says Jen Ryden, 
a Skyline parent who’s been volun-
teering for Ride for A Reason for 
four years. 

All money that was raised will 
be evenly distributed through 
eight Oakland public schools: Sky-
line, Tech, Oakland International, 
Roosevelt, Edna Brewer, Clare-
mont, Westlake, and Emerson. 

Skyline will be participating in 
Ride for A Reason again next April. 
If you’re interested in biking or vol-
unteering for next year, you can 
check out the website at rideforar-
eason.weebly.com. 

Registration for 2019 opens No-
vember 3rd.

'Liberal Arts' seniors can only dream of a field trip like this one, to Marin.  

Students, parents, 
and members of the 

community have come 
together every April 
for the last ten years. 

Sip of Skyline's Tea
“I know, but I still gotta go to dd’s 
before the Mexicans get out of 
school.”

— overheard by the 60 building

“You got me f***** up.” 
— student in 70 building

“No, you f*cked yourself up.” 
— teacher in 70 building

“I might be lacking in some areas.”
— overheard in 20s building 

“You think my mom would be 
scared if she found swords in the 
mail?”

— at the Freshman Tree

“Life is hard, but I’m harder”
— in 20 building hallway

“Who dropped a chicken on the 
desk?”

— in the 30 building 
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Jake Walter was a fireman, a graduate of Skyline, and a coach for its baseball team.

Coach Jake, 
also a fireman, 
was killed over 
the summer
By Leroy Yau, varsity team member

This year’s Skyline baseball 
team started the year under 
a heavy cloud after assistant 

coach — and Oakland firefighter 
— Jake Walter passed away this 
past summer at just 30 years old, 
shot and killed by a stranger in an 
apparently random attack.   

“Basically, Jake taught me ev-
erything I know,” said junior No-
mar Sandoval. “When I first came 
here, I didn't know how to play 
catcher. He would help me on Sat-
urdays, and over the summer and 
we would work on different drills 
and my fitness.”

The team dedicated the season 
to his memory. 

“It motivated me to work harder 
to do it for him, to make him proud 
because I know he’s looking down 
us," Nomar said. 

The baseball team went to the 
temple for the firefighter’s ban-

Six Titans qualify 
for state champs
By Leroy Yau

Skyline's track and field  
squad destroyed their com-
petition at the Oakland sec-

tion meet at Laney College on May 
22-23,  with many medalists get-
ting on the podium. On average for 
events, there were almost two ath-
letes representing Skyline. 

Dominance was felt throughout 
the Championship Meet as Skyline 
racked up triple digits in the points 
column while most school got a 
mere double digit score.

Senior Tavon Peace had pos-
sibly his last races for Skyline and 
was very proud of his teammates. 
His 4x100 squad, including Cyrus 
Winters, Jaumaure Hanzy, and 
Noah Mitchell, may advance to 
the state championships with their 
gold medal. Even if they can't ad-
vance, that gold medal would be a 
good ending to his 25+ collection 
of medals running for Skyline. 

“This season has been wonder-
ful to me. I’ve gotten really fast,” 
said Peace. Hopefully he will have 
a successful time in college at 
Northern Arizona University.

Another person who did amaz-
ing was De’Saya Smith. She is a 
freshman here at Skyline and is 
starting to leave her mark. Every 
track meet this season leading up 
to Championships has seen her do 
spectacularly. She always ends up 
with a handful of medals and she 
has qualified for state. 

Event Winners 
(22 of the 30 events)
Alycia, Cymone, Mia and Dominique won the 4x100
Peace, Cyrus, JJ and Noah won the 4x100
Eleanor won the 1600 and set a new meet record!
Leo won the 1600
De'Saya won the 100 hurdles
Noah lead a sweep of the boys 100 hurdles
Alycia won the girls 400
Eleanor also won the 800
Daniel won the 800
De'Saya also won the 300 hurdles
Noah also won the 300 hurdles
Jacob won the 3200
Eleanor, Alycia, Alexus and Hannah won the 4x400
Lucas, Cyrus, Daniel and JJ won the 4x400
Naseme won the triple jump
Vivian won the triple jump
Leilah won the discus throw
Garibay won the discus throw
Garibay also won the shot put
Leilah also won the shot put
Vivian also won the high jump
Lucas won the high jump

Team Dedicates Season to Slain Coach
quet. The players on the team 
joined with some people in the 
firefighter program to serve food at 
the crab feed. 

This was a humbling experi-
ence for me personally and yet also 
fun. All of us learned how to be a 
better person that day and hon-
ored Coach Jake.
Season Report

The 2017-18 season started off 
with some losses in the preseason. 
Still, everyone expected to it make 
it to the finals. 

The regular season also began 
a bit rough, with two games being 
postponed, and a split series with 
Mack. 

The season took a turn for the 
better when Lucas Blaschka and 
Jake Lannon lead the charge into 
the Kipp series. Lucas threw a gem 
in the first game with a no-hitter. 
In the second game, Jake closed off 
the series with a home run which 
was later changed to a double, to 
cap off a "mercy rule" victory.

Week three, the team ran into 
Tech and lost both games. The first 
game was a blowout at home and 
the second game was closer but the 
boys did get the experience of play-
ing at Laney College.

The final week of the regu-

lar season consisted of four big 
games that directly influenced 
their chances of playoffs. The Titan 
Baseball team played well and end-
ed up 3-1 that week. 

It started off with a double-
header against Castlemont which 
they split, as we won the first but 
lost the second. On Wednesday 
and Friday, the Titans squared up 
against Impact Academy and won 
both games to cap off the season.

Skyline’s baseball team 
marched into the playoffs confi-
dently and prepared to play LPS 
Hayward. Captain Henry Quintella 
and leadoff batter Tyson Howard 
combined for 5 of the 7 runs scored 
to advance to the semifinals. 

In the next round, we butted 
heads with Mack and pulled away 

with a bittersweet victory. Tempers 
flared at times, mixed with the 
controversy of the Mack starting 

pitcher who threw more pitches 
than allowed by rules. 

The game was back and forth 
until the end, when Gabe Matta 
summoned his inner ‘Sean Ma-
naea’ to put the end to Mack’s sea-
son. 

The championship game was 
played at Tech where the Titans 
lost. Of course, everyone was mad 
and upset they lost but it will be 
more motivation for the baseball 
team to end the championship 
drought next year.

I interviewed Quintella, who 
said he improved on his arm 
strength from last year and needs 
to improve on hitting next year. 

When I interviewed Captain 
Dario Conti, he said, “I improved a 
lot from last year with my batting 
average going up over 100 points 
but I’m still looking to improve.” 
Asked what he needs to work on, 
he said he wants to work on de-
fense.

The season was a roller coast-
er but we did place five players on 
the All City team. Three were on 
the First Team: Ian Prchlik (Fresh-
man), Blaschka (Freshman), and 
Quintella (Junior). Two players 
made the Second Team: Howard 
(Sophomore) and Conti (Junior). 

The 2018 Skyline squad. 

Track & Field Crush OAL at Laney Meet
Skyline alumni honor Coach Jake at a memorial. 

De'Saya Smith, above, was one of six Titans who qualified for state champs. According to 
the team website, they were: Eleanor in the 1600 and 800, De'Saya in the 100 hurdles, 
Noah in the 300 hurdles, Naseme in the triple jump, Garibay in the discus throw, and Leilah 
in the discus throw. Team picture is below.

Mountain biker 
Jesus Cisneros 
won the NorCal 
League's 'Soul Rider' 
award for the most 
inspirational racer for 
the 2017-18 season. 

Fellow senior Makale 
Bradley, a varsity 
basketball player, 
received the CIF's 
'Spirit of Sport 
Award,' given to an 
Oakland athlete who 
combines excellence 
in both sport and 
academics. 

Spirited
Titans 

Jesus with custom trophy. 


